CATEGORY: BEST BUILDING PROJECT (UNDER $2 MILLION —SPECIALITY
CONTRACTOR)

CONTRACTOR: RK WATER
PROJECT NAME: MCGREGOR SQUARE

PROJECT OVERVIEW

McGregor Square encompasses 655,000 square feet of residential and commercial space,
creating a vibrant, year-round complement to Coors Field. Three separate buildings surround a
29,000-square-foot open-content plaza, with the buildings housing 112 private residences, a 176-
room hotel, restaurants, retail stores, 21,100 square feet of Class A office space, and multiple
entertainment spaces. The plaza, which is the focal point of the development, is designed to be a

community gathering place before and after games, activating the area around the ballpark.

Located in Lower Downtown Denver (LoDo), McGregor Square connects Coors Field to the
LoDo neighborhood providing direct access to Union Station and the RiNo district, making it a
critical urban connection point. The plan is centered around a public plaza, creating a gateway to
Colorado and the Rockies franchise. The new Rockies Hall of Fame, public gathering spaces,
urban retail and restaurants, food hall, multi-family residential development, hotel, and office
spaces create an experience that promotes and enhances pedestrian connectivity. The plaza is a
pre-and post-game gathering place for Rockies fans, but also a neighborhood destination for

concerts, festivals, and other public activities.

PROJECT EXECUTION & ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

RK Water performed temporary construction for dewatering and treatment purposes, including a
sump dewatering method to dewater the construction site. The pumped groundwater was then

treated for naturally occurring metals and volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

A big concern for Hensel Phelps and the Colorado Rockies was cost escalations for ongoing
treatment based on the makeup of the groundwater, i.e., the contaminants requiring treatment.
Specific to McGregor Square, selenium treatment was required. RK Water investigated various

methods for the treatment of selenium and ultimately recommended using a regenerable



ion exchange resin to Hensel Phelps. By utilizing a regenerable resin, RK Water was able to
meet permitted effluent limits, while reducing overall costs for the duration of dewatering

compared to the competition

CONSTRUCTION INNOVATION

RK Water used regenerable media for selenium treatment instead of single-use disposable media.
The benefit of regenerable media is that it can be used multiple times through a regeneration
process eliminating the need for landfill disposal of single-use resin. The McGregor Square job
would have used a dozen tanks of media to be disposed of at a landfill with single-use resin.

However, no tanks were used.
SPECIAL PROJECT SOLUTIONS

In developing the advanced treatment methodology, RK Water evaluated the source water
parameter levels against the permitted effluent limits for the parameters identified in the project’s
short-term Remediation Activities Discharging to Surface Water permit. The evaluation of
remediation options included various treatment media for the remediation of metals, the need for
chemicals specific to the various media to keep the treatment media in an operable state, and the
susceptibility of the treatment media to fluctuations in temperature, flow rate, pH and

construction activities.

RK Water performed a rigorous review of potential remediation options to minimize the
complexity of the treatment system. Ultimately, RK Water elected to use a combination of
sodium hypochlorite injection, a manganese dioxide coated treatment media skid, granular
activated carbon tanks, and strong base anion exchange resin to meet the permit effluent limits
identified by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) in the

project’s certified discharge permit.

SAFETY PLAN & COMMITMENT

RK Water is a wholly-owned subsidiary of RK Industries, LLC (RK). RK is extremely proud to
be an accredited OSHA VPP Star Worksite and an OSHA VPP Star Mobile Workforce since
2012. RK is ranked among the top 0.03% of American companies with VPP accreditation at any
level, and the 53rd U.S. company to earn the Star Mobile Workforce status. Safety is always a



top priority with a zero-injury goal on every project. RK is rooted in tested processes and
procedures, designed to deliver predictable results and produce quality projects. RK trains all of
its safety and quality professionals to empower employees to take responsibility for their own
safety on-site, as well as the safety of those working alongside them. These strong safety values
helped the RK Water team establish rapport with the general contractor and other onsite
personnel from day one. RK Water worked a total of 32,269 man-hours and had zero lost-time

incidents.

In addition to working with Hensel Phelps specific to their safety plans and protocols, RK Water
also involved RK’s internal safety team to create RK Water-specific safety protocols based on

the treatment media and chemicals deployed in the advanced treatment methodology.

At the start of every project, RK Water meets with its safety team to go over the planned
treatment media and chemicals that will be employed on-site. During these meetings, the team
went through specific safety training to ensure every employee that came into contact with the
media and chemicals fully understood the required handling, hazards, and disposal requirements
on the project. Additionally, everyone went through general chemical training as part of RK’s
OSHA VPP accreditation. RK Water has maintained a 0.00 TRIR safety rating for the past two

years and takes pride in its history of workplace safety.

CONTRIBUTION TO COMMUNITY

McGregor Square is now a Denver staple, providing families, tourists and residents an
opportunity to enjoy and savor the Lower Downtown area. What was once a vast and empty
parking lot on the south side of Coors Field, McGregor Square provides people an urban
playground filled with restaurants, shops, a hotel, and residential living. RK Water is proud to
have been part of the revitalization efforts, allowing the city of Denver to grow socially and

economically.
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