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Project Name: BP 

 

Energy. A word that describes BP, an oil and gas supermajor, and their goals. This one word 

encompasses everything that BP does and exactly what they were aiming for when relocating 

their North American headquarters to downtown Denver. After running business in Houston for 

years, many employees were having to travel to Denver to conduct their business in the San Juan 

Basin. To save the company money and to get employees closer to their clients and work sites, 

the decision was made to lease part of the 1700 Platte building on the Riverfront in downtown. 

With some of the greatest views Denver has to offer and a building filled with high end finishes 

it is no wonder that every employee and visitor that comes to this office building falls in love. 

ICI’s Superintendent for this project, Jaime Del Rio, claims that the views from the reception 

desk give you an immediate reaction of awe and beauty. 

These exclusive finishes came after months of hard work from not only our crew but every other 

trade that was on this project. Communication was a must between every employee on site. 

Logistics began for our project manager when we first received the plans. The turnaround date 

from bidding to start of construction was very short, requiring ICI to get ahead of any questions 

and submit these prior to layout. Many of the finishes would take a lot of coordination from all 

trades to create the final look that the owner desired. ICI’s responsibilities included interior 

framing, drywall, magnetic walls, and finishing on this T.I. package. While a lot of our work 

isn’t visible at first glance throughout the building, our drywall helped to set the stage for these 

exclusive features. The building is filled with glass walls to create an open and futuristic floor 

plan. This floor plan would require us to install over 2 miles of drop soffits for the glass to be 

fitted into throughout the building. The Teknion glazing system made up the walls of the BP 

employees offices, connecting to our wall and soffits. The vast amount of drop soffits that were 

created had to be done not only on time but precisely with a miniscule margin of error for the 

entire 2 miles. The benchmarks that were given to our team had to be kept within 1/8” to keep 

the ceilings and walls even. Throughout the 86,000 square feet that BP is leasing they have 200 



offices, 8 conference rooms, multiple break rooms on each floor, a great dining hall, a lounge, a 

nest, and specific features to each.  

Scheduling has the ability to make or break a project and the success of such. This project was 

set on a schedule that gave us nine months to get in and finish our TI package.  With so many 

unique features the plans for this office had a lot of give and take before they finalized on how 

they wanted everything to turn out. One area that saw continuous changes was “The Nest” that 

was housed between levels 3 and 4. This Nest is in essence a lounge area of 2 levels, the balcony 

that hangs off of the 4th level, and a platform area below for additional seating. To create this 

perfectly relaxing spot, many changes went back and forth to the owner and construction. This 

and a delay from the City of Denver not approving the certificate of occupancy to Saunders for 

the core and shell team pushed this already tight deadline even tighter, as well as the lack of heat 

in the building when finishing was scheduled to start. Constructing our drywall and ceilings was 

delayed by 3 weeks until this issue could be resolved. Like many owners, BP was no exception 

to the fact that they would not budge on their completion date. To overcome these delays our 

team had over 100 people on site working over 50 hours a week just to maintain the schedule. 

Our hard work would pay off and now the Nest that pushed us back is the perfect oasis for those 

who need a break from their stressful work day. It comes equipped with a hammock that holds 6 

people at a time and looks down at the 3rd level and at a live moss wall that serves as a feature for 

this area.  

Choosing a team for this project took special planning because of the size and pace that we knew 

this project would need to keep to be completed on time. Our decision for our Superintendent 

Jaime Del Rio was a simple one. As our Project Manager on site, Jatin Allen, states “Jaime was 

picked for this job because he works well on fast paced, “impossible” projects. You can always 

rely on Jaime’s team to get the job done.” Another part of this impossible picture was Jaime’s 

first time constructing a unique X-Stair soffit for the floating staircase in the lobby. The planning 

for this would be imperative when the team was studying plans. Creating the soffit that would 

come down to meet the X-Stair meant that planning the lines that would meet independently 

from each other would have to be coordinated blindly. The result ended up creating a dramatic 

and stunning picture of the office as soon as you walk through the door.  



This project was one that won’t be forgotten by ICI anytime soon. From the coordination to the 

finishes, this project was a work of art for all parties involved. Jaime reflects, “The owner will 

enjoy this building for years to come because it is beautiful and state of the art.” Nothing could 

sum up this project more accurately, it was created with pride and you can see that in every 

detail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


