
GE Johnson Construction Company
The Quincy
Category 11: Best Building Project – General Contractor (Over $70 Million)

The Quincy is a highly anticipated complement to the skyline of Denver’s Central Business 
District. For GE Johnson Construction Company, however, it is much more than an attractive, 
mixed-use high rise. Topping out at 337 feet, it is the tallest building that we have constructed 
in our 51-year history. The project spans three-quarters of a city block and consists of a 28-story 
luxury apartment building, ground-floor retail, a seven-level parking garage, and an eighth-floor 
amenities deck. In all, The Quincy is 645,000 square feet – 10,820 of which is street-level retail – 
and includes 359 apartment units. 

This $114.5 million luxury apartment building features a wide range of apartment sizes – from 
sensible studios to generous penthouses. The showcase of the amenity deck is a transparent 
swimming pool with a 25-foot by 10-foot underwater view pane cantilevered over the edge of 
the building. It also features hot tubs, outdoor kitchens, fire pits, and green space. Adjacent to the 
amenity deck is a state-of-the-art exercise room, yoga studio, business center, and various club 
rooms. Dog spas, bike storage, and a ski/bike maintenance room are available to residents.

The Quincy sits adjacent to a second project of ours, The Prism, a Class A office building that 
will be completed in January 2019. The Quincy and The Prism will be joined by the seventh-
level parking garage and eighth-floor amenities deck, redefining mixed-use in the Central 
Business District. The success of The Quincy completion would not have been possible without 
the dedication, trust, and communication of the owners, architect, subcontractors, and everyone 
else involved.

 
Post-recession perseverance

The road to get here was long and difficult, but well worth it. GE Johnson was awarded this 
project in 2007, and construction was to begin in 2008. Unfortunately, the economic recession 
halted progress for seven years. Despite the delay, we stood by the owner, Shea Properties, as did 
Greiner Electric, and MTech Mechanical. It was this comradery that was needed to persevere and 
get this project off the ground.



Late in 2015, we finally got the green light to move forward on The Quincy, breaking ground on 
Dec. 22, 2015. Everyone – especially Shea Properties – was ready to get this project going, but 
after almost a decade of setbacks, they wanted to proceed cautiously. We began slowly, clearing 
the old parking lot and doing over-excavation, followed by recompaction and shoring (photo 
1). To keep the momentum going, we began caissons as well. Finally, on Jan. 8, 2016, we were 
given notice to proceed. Full construction began three days later.

Overcoming challenges with creative solutions

Delays before the official project start were only one part of the equation. With the excavation 
came extra rubble and debris within the site dirt, which turned out to be brick from old row 
houses built at the turn of the 20th Century. Full foundations were found intact 14 feet below 
the street surface, along with old root cellars, tiled basements, and even glass bottles. Colorado 
Cleanup performed the remediation of the non-hazardous but challenging cleanup.  

For this cast-in-place structure with precast skin, pre-glazed precast panels were built offsite 
through a partnership of JR Butler and Rocky Mountain Prestress (RMP).  At RMP’s yard in 
Denver, construction of the panels was followed by testing of the panels. This served to mitigate the 
limited site space as well as to ensure a higher-quality product. The air and water tests performed 
on the glazing checked for leaks prior to transporting and installing the panels.  Once onsite, 
the panels were picked by a crane and installed on the building during the second shift, making 
installation safer and more efficient and resulting in a higher quality product (photos 2 and 3).
 
As The Quincy was nearing its structural topping out, crews prepared to install the main focal 
point of The Quincy: the pool (photos 4, 5, 6, and 7). Eight stories above street level, this 
glass-sided sky pool hovers at the building’s edge on the amenity deck. After months of early 
coordination with all sub-trade partners and designers, GE Johnson began the installation of 
the iconic pool, which had unique glazing challenges.  Utilizing two different and compatible 
waterproofing systems brought the conceptual design of the pool glazing to reality. Since 
the pool glazing was manufactured in Osaka, Japan, JR Butler and GE Johnson coordinated 
compatibility testing between the Shin-Etsu three-part epoxy caulking with Hydrotech 
waterproofing. This newfound compatibility of materials, now proven at The Quincy, will be the 
standard for other pool designs across the region. 



Included within the structural shotcrete walls of the pool are 30 LED lights that are coordinated 
to correspond to the LED lighting at the front entry of the building. This lighting scheme, which 
runs from levels one to eight, illuminates Curtis Street and brings a sense of youth and vibrancy 
to Denver’s Central Business District.

Keeping Denverites safe

Given the massive amounts of foot traffic walking by The Quincy day and night, perimeter 
protection was imperative. In addition to the standard 42-inch guardrail that was installed on the 
perimeter, a cable was installed on the perimeter at a six-foot vertical height from each floor. A 
mesh screen hung from the six-foot cable preventing debris from blowing off each floor, which 
could have potentially hit pedestrians below. 

To further the efficiency in safety systems, a strap with a D-ring at the end was attached to 
the rebar of each concrete column around the perimeter of the building. When the concrete 
was placed and shoring removed, a safe tie-off point remained every 20 feet with the D-rings 
for workers to clip into for fall protection. This created a simple and reliable fall protection 
resource, preventing workers from having to create tie-off points on their own. After the building 
was enclosed and fall protection requirements no longer applied, the straps were cut from the 
columns. 

Additionally, automobile traffic had to be accounted for in the safety planning. Working with 
the City and County of Denver for traffic control, which was performed by Legacy Traffic 
Management, deliveries were scheduled and executed from a dedicated lane. This created an 
efficient delivery process for material delivery drivers and the site team, while limiting traffic 
impacts and diminishing the chance for traffic incidents. Vehicle traffic was directed out of 
the dedicated lane while materials were unloaded, minimizing traffic impacts and keeping our 
workers safe.

A paradigm for urban-center living

The Quincy represents a long-awaited renaissance in urban luxury apartment living in the center 
of Denver’s Central Business District. The project’s overarching programmatic vision was to 
resist the common urge to develop on the outskirts of the city proper; instead bringing more than 



300 residences into to the heart of the city in the true spirit of urban mixed-use infill. Inside the 
luxury units, residents enjoy apartment plans that are unique in the market, oriented towards 
shallow depths and wider living spaces, thus maximizing natural light and views from expansive 
windows (photos 8, 9, and 10).  

This mixed-use building has more to offer than apartments - it is impactful for everyone who 
lives and works downtown. On site, residents and visitors can enjoy active retail along the street, 
below a public and reserved parking garage that is punctuated at the hard corner by a welcoming 
yet distinctly modern porte-cochere and lobby. The combination of strategic programming, 
intentional planning, exquisite material quality, and expert execution of construction will allow 
The Quincy to add sophistication and luxury to Denver’s downtown for generations to come.
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